
24

Perform
 M

agazine   //  Inform
ation in Action

The evolution of technology has hit warp speed in 
the last 25 years, as emerging developments 

continually change the way we do business, creating new 
norms that are then quickly replaced by even newer norms. 
Every company existing in the current business environment 
needs to be able to ride those waves of change; technology 
companies, though, need to be one step ahead of them.

Sybase, Inc. has made doing exactly that part of their business 
model. Headquartered in Dublin, California, the company now 
has over 4,000 employees worldwide, with a range of products, 
solutions and services available. But back in 1984, they were just 
starting out as a database provider. They’ve succeeded as long 
as they have in a competitive marketplace by knowing when 
change was needed, whether it be a switch to web-based 
databases, or – as happened in 2009 when Sybase introduced 
iAnywhere Mobile Office – the introduction of an application 
for Apple’s iPhone platform that integrates business email and 
workflow. 

Welcome to a New World
With New Technology Comes New Ways of Doing Business

Sybase WorkSpace for Data Analytics

While keeping ahead of the curve can be hard work, Sybase 
now has a wide range of products meant to enhance its core 
solutions and to build in functionality designed to respond to 
the most modern of needs. Sybase WorkSpace for Data Analytics 
is one example of such a product, designed to enhance the 
Sybase IQ analytics server. Sybase realized that not only do they 
need to serve the needs of database administrators for analytics 
solutions, but they also need to serve architects and developers. 
That’s where Sybase WorkSpace for Data Analytics comes in as 
a productivity tool.

Introduced in 2009, Sybase WorkSpace combines the power of 
enterprise modeling with comprehensive tooling capabilities.
It is a toolkit that integrates the most important design, 
development and debugging tools in an easy-to-use Open 
Source framework including:

Schema design and enterprise modeling;•	
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SQL, stored procedure development and database •	
debugging; 

Report and chart development and testing•	

The toolkit all comes together forming a complete and 
flexible solution for clients’ development needs.

How Does BIRT Fit In?

BIRT by Actuate provides several useful resources for the 
Sybase IQ developer; it adds value to the data analytics tool 
by giving a rich variety of reports. Sybase chose BIRT largely 
for its open architecture and ease-of-use and because BIRT 
could easily be plugged into the Sybase tool. Having a 
reporting tool built into the development environment gives 
several advantages:

The developer has an environment to take their SQL •	
and stored procedures that they created in the database 
development plug-in and visually test them out.

It gives developers the ability to combine different reports •	
together in a single view.

It gives them a single tool from which to manage all of •	
the components of building out an analytics solution with 
Sybase IQ.  

Finally, of course, BIRT provides the important resource 
of a reporting system that provides data access, data 
transformation, and presentation features that integrate into 
a Java/J2EE application to produce compelling reports. BIRT 
can also bring together data from Sybase’s enterprise caliber 
servers – Sybase ASE for OLTP, and Sybase IQ for analytics – as 
well as any data sources with standard Java interfaces.  

Sybase WorkSpace for Data Analytics with BIRT provides a 
streamlined and  comprehensive development environment 
for Sybase IQ architects and developers.

For more information, visit www.sybase.com.

[  Figure 6.1: Sybase WorkSpace Data Analytics with a simple column-based report in the BIRT Report Viewer.]
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